26 September 1961 


MEMORANDUM FOR: C/CI/R &£>•,. 

SUBJECT: Sefton Delmer f s Articles on Gehlen in the 

Sunday T elegraph 


1 # These two articles are .subtly and maliciously slanted, 
either as a result of British distaste for German militarists or 
a more sinister intent to serve Communist ends* Here are a 
few examples: 


a. Delmer says that at the end of the war Gehlen was 
"in command of all anti-Soviet operations". He wasn't. He was 
in command of German military intelligence against the USSR. 
Then as now, he was mainly concerned with 'OB. 

b. "For his own work had shown him that OSS had. not 
even begun to function in the Soviet Union" (by the end of the war). 
True, it had not. But there is a nasty implication here that 
Gehlen had been busily at work against the OSS and had been so 
successful that he knew what it was doing and what it wasn't. 


c, "For most of that first conversation Gehlen was 
examining /General/ Patterson, not Patter son Gehlen. " Here 
Delmer is describing Gehlen's first postwar contact with U.S. 
intelligence. How does he know? He wasn't there. The 
invention is in line with Delmer ! s consistent attempt to show 
Gehlen as very clever and very sinister . 

d. "And it was in Washington that Gehlen mad fe his all- 
important deal - the deal which was the dream of Himmler and 
Schelle.nberg, the deal which enabled him to revive a section of 
Hitler r s General Staff and lay the foundation of German rearmament 
at a time when such rearmament was still anathema, . , . " Tins 

is distorted and vicious. Gehlen laid the. foundation for postwar 
German intelligence, not the General Staff or armaments. 
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e. "For not only was he able to turn his unit into a shadow 
of German General Staff but more important still he was now in a 
position to supply the Americans with the kind of intelligence which 
would make them feel that it was essential to recreate the German 
Army to help in the defence of Europe against the Russians. 11 The 
same twist is evident here. Some of Gehlen 1 s key people were and 
are officers; others were not. The model oh which the organization 
was fashioned was, naturally, the FHO (Fremde Heere Ost) of the 
OKW, not the General Staff itself. And Gehlen* s product was not 
diabolically altered to pit us against the Soviets or to lay the 
groundwork for the remilitarization of Germany. Here and else- 
where, Delmer portrays the Americans as the naive dupes of the 
subtle, scheming Gehlen. 

f. Delmer also charges that Gehlen f 8 organization recruited 
many former SD and Gestapo members. This is an old Communist 
canard. Most of Gehlen's people were straight G-2 types, a few were 
Abwehr, but very few were SD or Gestapo, precisely because Gehlen 
knew he could not afford them politically - and also because these 
types were looked upon with distaste by the professional officer class. 

g. The second article starts, ! ©erlin remains the main 
battlefield in the war between the two rival gangs of Hitler *s former 
Secret Service men. " The main lie here is the assumption of 
morcvl - pi immoral - equality between East and West. This lie 

is basic to Communist propaganda. Another lie is the "Hitler *s 
Secret Service men" - i.e., SD and. Gestapo, as noted above. As 
a matter of fact, some of Gehlen*s key people were part of the 
military plot against Hitler. 

.2. The two articles are, in effect, mischievous. Their net 
effect is to render a service to the East, not the West. 
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MEMORANDUM ro.R: Director o£ Central Intelligence 

VIA.: Deputy Director (Plane) 

SUBJECT: General Gehlea's Keceni Mission to DCl 

and Similar Deruarebe by Klette Debra 


1. This memorandum Is for your information and recommend* 
so ae titan. 

2 . Attached at Tab A Is a sutaninry ol your conversations with 
General Gehlen. on 24 and £3 September 196 i, subeeqeeat to bl* urgent 
request tor a conference with you and hie special flight hare tor the 
purpose. Essentially, General Gehlen called to your attention the 
uneasiness of German officialdom, and this may also he reflected among 
the populace, with respect to present United States policy on Berlin 

and Germany. 

5 . Too. may also he interested in Tab B. a portion of a letter 
from Klaus Cobra, rosing Time /Life correspondent In Europe and 
mirror of West German CDU opinion. Dobra has excellent contacts 
with Dr. Adenauer and Dr. Glehke. as well as other leading CDU lights. 
He also maintains » relationship, the details af which are not precisely 
known ten**, with General Geblen. We do not know whether the i'ohrn 
latter is based upon his relationship with Gehlea, or with the CDU. At 
a&yrate, the Dobra letter was written on 2.3 September 1961 , precisely 
the day General Gables, set out on his urgent flight to see you, asd seek* 
to c onvey exactly the came message. Dohrn sesames that his material 
1 a brought to the attention of persons with influence at a high level in the . 
United Stages Government. 

4 . Also cf interest in this content is the recent visit of Mr. Eric 
Wnrfearg. When he talked to mo oa 2 October 1961 . the subject upper- 
most in Mr. Warburg** mind was the need to restore confidence and to 
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i eleor fifes air feefiwcea the lookers of ©plain* la Germany a*s 4 there la. 

| the Q&flted SfisCec, cad* el coerce, feetveea the hre goreranteste. He 

vested Mmaceae at the ctetore of Mr. John MeCloy to go to Oews aay 
j aad lector* fis HS&xstemsg sad the Refer. Sa foot It vac fete lateatioa later 

I la Che fi^etsMK eff 2 October to estoad ea torltaitea to Mr. Me Cloy 

i .to visit Haaolseyg -for that perpes*. The tevitatloa. waa to fee ieeeed «m 

I behalf of Mr. Pffeerdeiaeageo. alee mcatioaed la both Tab* A end S« 


GO&DQK M. STEWART 
Chief* Eaatera JEttroyeaa D&vie&ea 

Tftb A • Scsaascry of CoevereetSoae 
Tab & • Latter item Kltmc Dohra 

CCJ DDCl 


DDP/EE/&C ~ ‘Zt-vob {25 Oct 61) 
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